Period when God unleashes His wrath upon an unbelieving world in
preparation for His Kingdom." The question arises, how many of these
eras are there from the beginning of human history to the very end?
The Bible does not specifically tell us how many ages there are, but as
we work through the human-history eras, we'll see that it's not hard to
identify changes in how God's administration over people changes from
one era to the next, and why some see seven while others see nine.

The dispensations:
1. Innocence (Genesis 1-3).
Renald Showers wrote an excellent book comparing covenant and
dispensation theology, There Really Is a DIFFERENCE. He says, "The first
dispensation began with the creation of man, and ended with the
___ of man from God."
1:26: On day six of creation week...
2:15-17: The Lord gave Adam and Eve only one boundary, with the
warning that if they break through it, a terrible curse will follow.
3:6:7: The Fall from God. And when they heard the sound of God
walking in the garden, for the first time in their lives they were terrified.
And their world plunged from a sinless and innocent holiness into a
curse of chaotic, unholy ___, death, darkness, and destruction.

2. Conscience (Genesis 4-8).
From the Fall to the _____. When the holy couple broke away
from God's rule, there was no written law, only godly prophets like
Abel, Enoch, and Noah. So God left humanity to follow their fallen con
science. The result was that humanity thoroughly corrupted themselves
and the earth (4:8). The end result was the great worldwide Flood.

3. Government (Genesis 9-11).
_____ government. In Genesis 9:1, "God blessed them and said
to them to be fruitful and multiply and Jiff the earth." He gave them an-

imals for food, He commanded them to put murderers to death, which
became human government's responsibility, and He established Noah's
covenant with them, that He would never again destroy the world with
water. But instead of filling the earth, Noah's offspring united together
and attempted to exalt themselves above God and against God by
building the Tower of Babel (11:1-4). So God came down!

4. Promise (Genesis 12-Exodus 18).
God's promises to Abraham are found in chapters 12, 15, 17, and 22. In
chapter 26, God makes a promise to Isaac, and in chapter 28, He makes
a promise to Jacob. And all the promises are basically the same, pro
mising to make Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob into a great nation, God's
people who would be blessed forever. This era ends when Israel is de
livered from Egypt, and Moses leads them to Mount Sinai in Exodus 18.

5. Law (Exodus 19:1-John 20:30).
This dispensation begins in Exodus 19 with the giving of the Law of
Moses, and continues through John 21-the end of the gospels, after
Israel rejected their Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.
In Exodus 20, God gave Moses the Ten Commandments. Understand
something here. All of the Commandants are repeated in the NT, except
the Fourth Commandment in verse 8, "Remember the Sabbath day, to
keep it holy." We should observe the Sabbath principle of working and
resting, but in our present dispensation, we're never commanded to
keep the Sabbath. And in time, in the book of Acts, the Gentile churches
met on Sunday, not on Saturday. And nowhere in the NT is this
command repeated-this is not the Christian sabbath.

6. Grace (Acts-Revelation 3).
It's also been called the Church ____ (Acts !-Revelation 3), from
the ascension of Christ in Acts 1 to the end of Church Age in Revelation
3. Some would say that the age of grace began at the coming of Christ,
and in a sense that's true. The Church wasn't born until Acts 2, but
special grace arrived with Christ. Although the grace of God was
functioning throughout the OT, it clearly began to function in a new and
powerful way during the life of Christ.

